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CHILDREN AND THE CINEMA 
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Evidence submitted to the Committee on Children and 


the Cinema on the following terms of reference:- 


(a) The effect of ‘attendance at the cineme on 
children under the ago of sixteen, with 
special reference to actendance at children's 
cinema clubs; 


(b) Whesther,in the light of those effects, any 
modification fs desirable in the existing 
syst om of film classification, the existing 

posiGLon with regard .to Lhe admission of 
children to cinemas, or in the organisation, 
conduct and management of childronts 
Cinema clubs, 


preceded by a statement summarising the interest and 
experience of the National Union of Women Teachers on 
these matters. 





LT. INTUREST AND EXPERIENCE 
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The interest of the National Union of Women Teachers was 
aroused many years ago when children's matinées were started and it 
soon became obvious that) they wore having a disturbing effect upon 
children. There was no way of checking the films shown as adults 
were not admitted, but close enquiries revealed that many were 
certainly unsuitable, that the halls used were badly equipped and 
that the supervision was inadequate. " 


The N.U.W.T. then advocated that Education Committees or 
Borough Councils should realise their rosponsibility for the 
welfare of children by arranging for suitable films to be shown 
at children's performances and ae making regulations prohibiting . 
the exhibition, at these matinées, of films not specially approved 
for the purpose, 


An experiment was started at Battersea Were Children's shows 
were arranged by the Public Amenities Committee of the Borough 
Council in co-operation with teachers, the films being shown at the 
Town Hall and the tickets sold in tho schools. These shows were most 
successful although the need for suitable films soon became a 
difficulty. Other local authorities wore approached and, as it 
transpired that fear of competition with the trade stood in the way 
of further action, a deputation led by the National Union of Women 
Teachers and supported by many bodies interested in the welfare of 
children, was taken to the’ Cinema Exhibitors! Association, One 
outcome of this was a series of programmes for children arranged in 
various parts of London by a member of the Exhibitors! Association, 


In 1925,-the Annual Conference of the N.U.Y.T. adopted the 
following resolution:- ; 


"This Conference is of opinion that owing to the 
unsuitability of the films shown at children's performances, 
either a stricter censorship of films should be enforced, or 
anew classification of films for children only should: be 
made, It also suggests that a deputation snouid be appointed 
tO approach the present Board of Censors on the subject, with 
a view to the setting up of a special Board of Representative 
Teachers, to explore the whole question of children's 
performances. 


Subsequently, Cinema Sub-Committees were formed in varicus parts 
of the country for the purpose of visiting cinemas and eee ting 
information regarding the films shown end their effect upon children, 


The N.U.W.T. was attacked in the press for concerning itself 
with the mattor but this only drew attention to the problem and 
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in 1950 a represents tive Cinema Enquiry Committee was set up in 
Birmineham, which baphens into existence in 1952 a National 
Committee. By then Children's Cinema Committees had been set up 
in other districts, e.z. in Bristol (1928), Bath (1929). 


This very briof and necessarily incomplete survey of some of 
the carlier activities, will indicate the long intere st and 
experience of the National Union of Women Teachers in the question 
Twit, FOr children 
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ta) The general criticism made against both the ordinary cinema 
and the childron's cinema clubs is that constant relying upon 
"entertainment without offort'" encourages mental laziness in children 
and this persists in their everyday life, TO some extent the club 
activities may be regarded as an attempt to aon eract this, but the 
number of childron taking part in these is so very small that they 
cannot be regarded ag effective. 


(b) While constant attendance at the films tends to produce 
mental inertia, it also over-stimulates the children emotionally. 


(c) Many films give children a false sense of values: one 
effect is that the older girls (13 and 14 year-old) try to be 
M>lamorous", while the boys emulate "toughs". 


(d) When children have attended late evening shows, they ara 
markedly tired the next day. (In one case it is reported that 50% 
‘of the children from an Essex village sometimes undertake a six-mile 
bus journey to attend a cinoma four nights a week.) : 


Children's SOR SK AMO AIS S 

For the purpose of this enquiry, information has been sought 
from different localities about present conditions, From the 
replios received, it appears that children's cinema clubs exist 
very widoly in towns and that large numbers of children belong to 
theme In one case, as many as 2,000 children are said to be 
members of one club and thero are othors varying from 1,200 to 1,500. 


Generally, bona fide adult observers may attond the Saturday 
morning shows, by permission of the Manager,  Somotimes a parent or 
friend may attend without charze, when accompanied by a childs; but 
the audience is, for tho most part, entirely composed of childron 
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without the restraining influcnce of adults sitting among them in 
tho audience, 


Supervision is normally undertaken by the cinema attendants 
often aided by clder children and sometimes by cleaners and other 
cinema omployses. This is not always adequate for they ere not 
necessarily experienced in or capable of controlling large groups 
OF Children, in holiday mood 4nd in the dark. Consequently, there 
is frequent mention of the excessive noise made by the children. In 
one report special mention is made of the fact that the sound 
recording apparatus has to be deafeningly ioud so that it can be 
heard: this is exceedingly bad for the children's nerves and is 
@lso bad social training. Children acquire the habit of inattention 
and a lack of concentration. 


The fact must be recognised that visits to the cinema hav 
become and are likely to remain a constant feature in the child's’ 
liffe, but the massing together of hundreds of children for two or 
two and a half hours every Saturday morning to see films that are 
often unsuited to their mental and emotional stage, is not helpful 
to their development. 


It is appreciated that there aro many cinema managers who 
honestly endeavour to run the cinema clubs with the welfare of the 
children in mind but they are endeavouring to run as a side line 
something that would tax the resources of a trained club organiser, 
Great credit is due to those managers who try to inculcate some sense 
of co-operation and social responsibility chrough the work of the 
club but it is not unreasonable to believe that the purpose behind 
the conception of the scheme is to develop an adult population with 
the habit of attendine the cinema regularly. 
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Classification of Films. The present classification is strongly 
criticised. It is Glaimed that some "U" films are quite unsuitable 
for children and, on tho other hand, there are good "A" films which 
teachers would want to recommend to their pupils. 
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h Bi tea Bs recomended: 


(i) there should be greater discrimination in classification; 
(ii) there should be an "A" group to which children are not 
admitted either with or without adults; 
(iii) that advertisements in local papers include note of the 
film's catercory. 
: 


Admission of Children to Cinemas, The greatest difficulty in this 
respect is due to the fact that children may see "A" films if 
accompanied by an adult. This gives rise to a widespread practice 
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children soliciting strangers outside cinemas, asking to be taken 
In some districts, managers attempt to stop this but others 


take no notice even when there are regulations against soliciting. 


The N.U.W.T. submits that it is impossible to check the practice 


completely under the present system and therefore asks that the 
regulations be amended to make it an offence for any child under 16 
years to be admitted to a show including an "A" film. 


con 


It is also urged that there should be more programmes 
pistins only of "UW" films. 


Organisatio n, Conduct and Management of Children's Cinema Clubs. 





(a) 





results in largo scale voting, observers found that many 
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The following proposals are mado:= 


Programmes s 


2 


(11) Films should be 
long to hold the children's attention, 
(iii) Greater care should be exercised in the choice of filn. 


ees As the average age of children attending the Club is about 
nine years, a greater proportion of films should be sslected 
for these. Mt present, more films are suitable for older 
children, who do not attend in such large numbers, 
shorter: some last an hour and this is too 
ch 


ND. it may be of value to state that, notwithstanding the 

| i children 
liked cartoons; also, that their attention Sine teerial ceased 
soon as any dialogua Tock plaae,. 


(b) Co nduct . 


i) The whole programme could be shorter. 
(45) It would, be advisable to have a minimum ege of admission, 
(iii) If there are other activities, these should be limited in 
vime: 45 minutes is too long. 
(iv) If there is commnity singing, it should be ied by an 
expertended conductor: the Frequent request to children to 
Sing “as loudly a8 possibio" is undesirable and harmful. 
(v) The Saturday morning programmes should not start before 
9,50 a.m., ta ,avoid the headlong Eas of children .in trains 
and buses during the peak travel hours. 





6. 


(c) Organisation, 
An” Advis sory Council of Cinema Club Promoters and 
represontatives of intorestad bodies might be formed. 
(ii) Local Education Authorities mizht have Visual Aid Sub- 
Committees which would take an intcrest in the Clubs and 
might assist in!viewing films for Childrents Club shows, 


(da) Films for Children. 
The N.U.W.T, advocates:~ 


(i) That more films should be made specifically for children, 
The children's classics offer a wide field if they are 
faithfully and simply produced. Films specially made for 
children should have a commentary they will understand and 
to which they will want to listen. 

(ii) That there should be a closer co-operation between Local 
Education Authorities and trade groups to ensure a more 
adequate production of suitable films for children, 

(iii) That definite encourazement should be given, by revision of 
taxation or other means, to the production of entertainment 
films for children, and the provision of special children's 
programmes. 


CON CLU ST ON 

The nature of the enquiry necessarily places emphasis on the 
reforms desired in connection with the childrents cinema clubs. It 
ls, however, true that they could serve a useful purpose in urban 
areas by providing safe entertainment for children as an alternative 
to play in crowded stroets. At present, very fow are, in any real 
sense of the word, pee and we believe that the inte rests of the 
children would be better served by omitting the pretence to club 
activities some of madicn without expert euidance, serve merely as 
an incentive to rowdyism and by providing instead a good, 


straightforward entertainment for children, preferably in much 
smaller numbers. 
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